
 
 

RE: Updated Guidelines for the Prevention and Control of Communicable Diseases in 

Early Learning and Childcare Facilities with regard to COVID-19 

 

The Department of Health has put out new guidelines for the prevention and control of COVID-19. 

The following changes will be implemented immediately and may change over time as new 

information becomes available. 

 

1. Symptoms 

 

Children and staff who have two or more symptoms or who are feeling sick need to stay home or if 

symptoms develop during the day, they will need to be picked up within an hour. If children or staff 

have two (2) or more symptoms, they will need to get tested. 

Symptoms include:  

• Fever  

• A new cough, or worsening chronic cough  

• Sore throat  

• Runny nose  

• Headache  

• A new onset of fatigue  

• Diarrhea  

• Loss of sense of taste  

• Loss of sense of smell  

• In children, purple markings on the fingers and toes  

• Difficulty breathing 

Symptomatic children must be immediately separated from others in a supervised area until they 
can go home. Where possible, anyone providing care to a symptomatic child must maintain a 
distance of two metres and wear a community mask. If a two metre physical distancing cannot be 
maintained from the symptomatic child, the child must wear a community mask, unless not 
tolerated. If circumstances allow, the child is to be separated from other children and staff until their 
parent/guardian arrives to pick them up. If a child is under the age of 2, the child is not to wear a 
mask. Environmental cleaning and disinfection of the isolation area must be conducted once the ill 
child/staff has left the facility. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2. Masking 

 

• Children over the age of 2 and staff are required to wear a community mask in common indoor areas 

such as corridors and bathrooms. Children must be supervised depending on the child’s ability to tolerate 

the mask, as well as, when putting on and taking off the mask. Children are not required to wear a 

community mask within their group or outdoors.  

 

• Children over the age of two, being transported by early learning and childcare facilities, are required to 

wear a mask at all times while in the vehicle. All staff must also wear a mask in vehicles.  

 

• Children and staff are expected to bring two clean community masks every day.  

 

• In the event of an outbreak, Public Health may require children and staff to wear a mask all day, 

including all rooms and outdoors.  

 

• Parents/Guardians and visitors to the facility will wear a mask at all times while indoors. Visitors will be 

required to fill out a Visitor Log; however, parents/guardians are not considered visitors and will not need 

to do so. 

 

For a more comprehensive look at the guidelines put forth by the Department of Health regarding 

COVID-19, please visit Guidelines for the Prevention and Control of Communicable Diseases in Early 

Learning and Childcare (ELC) Facilities.pdf (nbed.nb.ca) 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Management and Staff of Little Geniuses Day Care Centre Inc. 

https://www.nbed.nb.ca/ParentPortal/Content/Covid-19/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Control%20of%20Communicable%20Diseases%20in%20Early%20Learning%20and%20Childcare%20(ELC)%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.nbed.nb.ca/ParentPortal/Content/Covid-19/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Control%20of%20Communicable%20Diseases%20in%20Early%20Learning%20and%20Childcare%20(ELC)%20Facilities.pdf

